
Fact Sheet 

 The City of Phoenix estimates that Proposition 487 will cost taxpayers at least $358 

million over the course of 20 years to implement. That amounts to almost $700 per 

family in Phoenix. 

 Proposition 487 will eliminate the $600 million in savings over the next 20 years that was 

estimated to result from the pension reform approved by Phoenix voters in 2013. 

 Proposition 487 is poorly written and will face numerous legal challenges, which would 

end up costing taxpayers millions of dollars in legal fees.  

 Proposition 487 is supported and funded primarily by three “dark money” groups. One of 

those, the Arizona Free Enterprise Club, is currently being investigated by the attorney 

general for alleged violations of election laws. The other two are out-of-state groups who 

have spent millions trying to gut public pension systems around the country. 

 Proposition 487 would likely result in Phoenix police officers and firefighters being the 

only public safety personnel in Arizona not to earn a pension. 

 Proposition 487 would likely eliminate disability benefits for Phoenix police officers and 

firefighters as well as death benefits for the families of police officers and firefighters 

who are killed in the line of duty. 

 Sal DiCiccio has noted that “50 Phoenix retirees will be getting $183 million by the time 

they are 75” and “[a] librarian took $280,000 cash at retirement, and then started a 

pension of $102,000 per year.” These are isolated examples. The average City of Phoenix 

retirement from COPERS (civilian) is less than $30,000 per year. The average retirement 

from PSPRS (sworn) is less than $41,000 per year. 

 Police officers and firefighters do not receive Social Security benefits. This is important 

to note because many taxpayers are unaware of this and view pensions as being in 

addition to Social Security benefits.  

 The latest round of employee negotiations between the City of Phoenix and employee 

associations ended the practice of pension spiking for police officers and firefighters and 

capped it for other city workers, saving taxpayers an estimated $233 million over the next 

25 years. 

For more information, you may visit www.noon487.com.  
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